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NR31 Pacific National Yard shunter Kewdale stabled on the dead end April 26th.              Photo Evan Jasper 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Previous CBH Group press releases had indicated the first locomotives to arrive would be a heavy narrow 

gauge locomotive [some 120tonne] of which six are being built. Recent information received indicates that 

the 11 light narrow gauge locomotives will arrive first, to be followed by six heavy narrow gauge 

locomotives and finally the five standard gauge locomotives. The first of eleven light [some 96tonne] CBH 

narrow gauge locomotives arrived on MV Tysla a RO/RO ship at #12 North Wharf on May 14th. The 

locomotive still on its mafi trailer was hauled off the RO/RO ship across to North Port rail terminal and 

stabled with its bogies on another trailer. On May 17th two large road cranes lifted CBH001 of its trailer 

onto its bogies in the dual gauged container terminal. Still with its protective tarp and showing US reporting 

numbers WAMX2700 was attached to Watco hired locomotive ZB2125 that had run up light engine from 

Kwinana. ZB2125 hauled CBH001 still in its protective cover that it had worn when being hauled from 

MotivePower plant in Bosie Idaho to Savannah Ga, on the ship now from North Fremantle to Gemco 

Forrestfield for commissioning. The next locomotive is due shortly with it being anticipated that all these 

locomotives will have been delivered by September.   
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WAMX2700 [CBH001] loaded on mafi float at North Port North Fremantle May 16th.   Photo Jim Bisdee        

WAMX2700 [CBH001] being lowered on to its bogies May 17th at North Port.                   Photo Jim Bisdee 
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ZB2125 coupled to WAMX2700 [CBH001] at North Port May 17th.     Photo Jim Bisdee 

ZB2125 hauling WAMX2700 [CBH001] on 5WG9 light engines at Kewdale May 17th.     Photo Jim Bisdee 
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Rebuilding and upgrading the Narngulu Mullewa line is nearing completion with the Northern Gully Eradu 

section having been re-railed and re-sleepered in early May. Ballasting, regulating and tamping of the line 

will continue with some level crossing renewal also taking place. Work at Geraldton Port to increase the 

number of tracks from two to three was completed May 18th following a port shutdown scheduled for two 

weeks that owing to issues took three weeks to complete.                                         

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Track has now been laid on new formation of Mullewa Perenjori line at Wilroy with present line below that 

shows the improved gradient of heavily laid new line yet to be ballasted May 12th.   Photo Jim Bisdee 

_______________________________________________________________________________________   

Work is rapidly proceeding on rebuilding Mullewa to Tilley line with earthworks on the Gutha Tilley section 

as at mid May nearly complete with it being readied for track laying to commence. Relaying new track on 

the short section south of Bell loop to where Karara line will connect with Mullewa Tilley line took place 

week ending. May 12th. R1902 and ballast train is working out of Pintharuka where there is both ballast 

dump and large sleeper stockpile. Track work was underway in old Mullewa yard connecting up with re-laid 

Mullewa Narngulu line and Mullewa Perenjori line with Morawa Mullewa Road level crossing also being 

renewed. Rebuilding the line from Mullewa to Monger loop just south of Mullewa has been completed while 

tracklaying proceeding north has reached about 250metres from south end of Monger loop on the new 

formation. ACN4148 was working ballast train out of Monger that was ballasting on Mullewa Narngulu line 

in Nola area on May 13th as the ballast train usually in use on this section was ballasting at Geraldton Port.     

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Re-sleepering and ballasting on Goomalling McLevie line is underway between Wongan Hills and Ballidu 

with re-sleepering having reached just south of Ballidu by week ending May11th. Sleepers are laid out for a 

few kms north of Ballidu for placement as re-sleepering continues towards Dalwallinu. Ballast dumps are at 

Wongan Hills, Kondut and Ballidu. R1902 and ballast train are now stabled at Wongan Hills.  


